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THE PRISON INDUSTRY:  

THE CURRICULUM 
 

 

Syllabus 
  

 

Summary 

The Prison Industry: The Curriculum is a 15-week free, public, self-study course based on Worth Rises’ report, The 

Prison Industry: How it Started, How it Works, How it Harms. Each week, you will have access to a suite of course 

materials and opportunities to engage on various platforms. Participants will walk away with a strong 

understanding of the prison industry and a framework to imagine a world without it. 

  

Required Textbooks 

• The Prison Industry: How it Started, How it Works, How it Harms 

o Optional: Buy a hard copy of the textbook here! 

• The Prison Industry: How it Started, How it Works, How it Harms – Discussion Guide 

  

Other course Materials 

• Punishment + Profit webinar series  

• Segment on The Brian Lehrer Show on New York Public Radio  

• 5 Quick Facts About the Prison Industry video series 

 

Study Group Options 

• Join the ongoing live conversation on Twitter using the hashtag #PunishmentProfit 

• Create a study group of your own!  

 

 

 

 

Week 1  INTRODUCTION  

 

Assignment: 

• Read The Prison Industry: How it Started, How it Works, How it Harms – 

Introduction (pg. 1) 

• Create your study plan and build your study group 

 

 

  

http://www.worthrises.org/thecurriculum
https://worthrises.org/s/The-Prison-Industry-How-It-Started-How-It-Works-and-How-It-Harms-December-2020.pdf
https://worthrises.org/s/The-Prison-Industry-How-It-Started-How-It-Works-and-How-It-Harms-December-2020.pdf
http://bit.ly/howitharms
https://www.blurb.com/b/10697781-the-prison-industry-how-it-started-how-it-works-h
https://worthrises.org/s/The-Prison-Industry-Discussion-Guide.pdf
http://bit.ly/punishmentandprofit
http://bit.ly/howitharms
http://bit.ly/howitharms
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Week 2  ARCHITECTURE + CONSTRUCTION 

 

Assignment: 

• Read The Prison Industry: How it Started, How it Works, How it Harms –  Chapter 

1: Architecture + Construction (pgs. 2 - 8) 

• Answer questions from Discussion Guide – Chapter 1: Architecture + 

Construction (pg. 1) 

• Watch the Punishment + Profit webinar on Architecture + Construction  

• Watch and share this week’s 5 Quick Facts video on social media  

• Listen to The Brian Lehrer Show segment for this week 

• Extra Credit: Tweet a key takeaway from this week’s content using the hashtag 

#PunishmentProfit 

 

 

Week 3  OPERATIONS + MANAGEMENT 

  

Assignment: 

• Read The Prison Industry: How it Started, How it Works, How it Harms –  Chapter 

2: Operations + Management (pgs. 9 - 16) 

• Answer questions from Discussion Guide – Chapter 2: Operations + Management 

(pg. 2) 

• Watch the Punishment + Profit webinar on Operations + Management  

• Watch and share this week’s 5 Quick Facts video on social media  

• Listen to The Brian Lehrer Show segment for this week 

• Extra Credit: Tweet a key takeaway from this week’s content using the hashtag 

#PunishmentProfit 

 

 

Week 4  PERSONNEL 

   

Assignment: 

• Read The Prison Industry: How it Started, How it Works, How it Harms – Chapter 

3: Personnel (pgs. 17 - 22) 

• Answer questions from Discussion Guide – Chapter 3: Personnel (pg. 3) 

• Watch the Punishment + Profit webinar on Personnel  

• Watch and share this week’s 5 Quick Facts video on social media  

• Listen to The Brian Lehrer Show segment for this week 

• Extra Credit: Tweet a key takeaway from this week’s content using the hashtag 

#PunishmentProfit 

 

 

Week 5  PROGRAMS + LABOR 

 

Assignment: 

• Read The Prison Industry: How it Started, How it Works, How it Harms – Chapter 

4: Programs + Labor (pgs. 23 - 31) 

• Answer questions from Discussion Guide – Chapter 4: Programs + Labor (pg. 4) 

• Watch the Punishment + Profit webinar on Programs + Labor  

http://bit.ly/howitharms
http://bit.ly/howitharms
https://worthrises.org/s/The-Prison-Industry-Discussion-Guide.pdf
https://thegreenespace.org/watch/profit-punishment-architecture-construction/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rAANITdr95k
https://www.wnyc.org/story/what-prison-design-says-about-how-we-think-about-people-inside/
http://bit.ly/howitharms
http://bit.ly/howitharms
https://worthrises.org/s/The-Prison-Industry-Discussion-Guide.pdf
https://thegreenespace.org/watch/profit-punishment-operations-management/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=v62EwIhYaF8
https://www.wnyc.org/story/bidens-ban-private-prisons-explained/
http://bit.ly/howitharms
http://bit.ly/howitharms
https://worthrises.org/s/The-Prison-Industry-Discussion-Guide.pdf
https://thegreenespace.org/watch/profit-punishment-personnel/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Gyy2c6-D_Jg
https://www.wnyc.org/story/punishment-and-profit-personnel/
http://bit.ly/howitharms
http://bit.ly/howitharms
https://worthrises.org/s/The-Prison-Industry-Discussion-Guide.pdf
https://thegreenespace.org/watch/profit-punishment-programs-labor/
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• Watch and share this week’s 5 Quick Facts video on social media  

• Listen to The Brian Lehrer Show segment for this week 

• Extra Credit: Tweet a key takeaway from this week’s content using the hashtag 

#PunishmentProfit 

 

 

Week 6  EQUIPMENT 

 

Assignment: 

• Read The Prison Industry: How it Started, How it Works, How it Harms – Chapter 

5: Equipment (pgs. 32 - 38) 

• Answer questions from Discussion Guide – Chapter 5: Equipment (pg. 5) 

• Watch the Punishment + Profit webinar on Equipment  

• Watch and share this week’s 5 Quick Facts video on social media  

• Listen to The Brian Lehrer Show segment for this week 

• Extra Credit: Tweet a key takeaway from this week’s content using the hashtag 

#PunishmentProfit 

 

Week 7  DATA + INFORMATION 

   

Assignment: 

• Read The Prison Industry: How it Started, How it Works, How it Harms – Chapter 

6: Data + Information (pgs. 39 - 47) 

• Answer questions from Discussion Guide – Chapter 6: Data + Information (pg. 6) 

• Watch the Punishment + Profit webinar on Data + Information  

• Watch and share this week’s 5 Quick Facts video on social media  

• Listen to The Brian Lehrer Show segment for this week 

• Extra Credit: Tweet a key takeaway from this week’s content using the hashtag 

#PunishmentProfit 

 

Week 8   TELECOM 

   

Assignment: 

• Read The Prison Industry: How it Started, How it Works, How it Harms – Chapter 

7: Telecom (pgs. 48 - 58) 

• Answer questions from Discussion Guide – Chapter 7: Telecom (pg. 7) 

• Watch the Punishment + Profit webinar on Telecom  

• Watch and share this week’s 5 Quick Facts video on social media  

• Listen to The Brian Lehrer Show segment for this week 

• Extra Credit: Tweet a key takeaway from this week’s content using the hashtag 

#PunishmentProfit 

 

 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zPURdffHplw
https://www.wnyc.org/story/closing-13th-amendment-loophole/
http://bit.ly/howitharms
http://bit.ly/howitharms
https://worthrises.org/s/The-Prison-Industry-Discussion-Guide.pdf
https://thegreenespace.org/watch/punishment-profit-equipment/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yKS6aMlK25o
https://www.wnyc.org/story/soap-uniforms-and-other-supplies-made-cheap-incarcerated-americans-use/
http://bit.ly/howitharms
http://bit.ly/howitharms
https://worthrises.org/s/The-Prison-Industry-Discussion-Guide.pdf
https://thegreenespace.org/watch/punishment-profit-data-and-information-systems/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wCIlBJEF5t4
https://www.wnyc.org/story/digital-panopticon/
http://bit.ly/howitharms
http://bit.ly/howitharms
https://worthrises.org/s/The-Prison-Industry-Discussion-Guide.pdf
https://thegreenespace.org/watch/punishment-profit-telecom/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hxBGkhK3dNc
https://www.wnyc.org/story/how-prison-phone-companies-profited-during-pandemic/
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Week 9  FINANCIAL SERVICES 

   

Assignment: 

• Read The Prison Industry: How it Started, How it Works, How it Harms – Chapter 

8: Financial Services (pgs. 59 - 65) 

• Answer questions from Discussion Guide – Chapter 8: Financial Services (pg. 8) 

• Watch the Punishment + Profit webinar on Financial Services  

• Watch and share this week’s 5 Quick Facts video on social media  

• Listen to The Brian Lehrer Show segment for this week 

• Extra Credit: Tweet a key takeaway from this week’s content using the hashtag 

#PunishmentProfit 

 

 

Week 10:  FOOD + COMMISSARY 

 

Assignment: 

• Read The Prison Industry: How it Started, How it Works, How it Harms – Chapter 

9: Food + Commissary (pgs. 66 - 74) 

• Answer questions from Discussion Guide – Chapter 9: Food + Commissary (pg. 9) 

• Watch the Punishment + Profit webinar on Food + Commissary  

• Watch and share this week’s 5 Quick Facts video on social media  

• Listen to The Brian Lehrer Show segment for this week 

• Extra Credit: Tweet a key takeaway from this week’s content using the hashtag 

#PunishmentProfit 

 

Week 11:  HEALTHCARE 

 

Assignment: 

• Read The Prison Industry: How it Started, How it Works, How it Harms – Chapter 

10: Healthcare (pgs. 75 - 82) 

• Answer questions from Discussion Guide – Chapter 10: Healthcare (pg. 10) 

• Watch the Punishment + Profit webinar on Healthcare  

• Watch and share this week’s 5 Quick Facts video on social media  

• Listen to The Brian Lehrer Show segment for this week 

• Extra Credit: Tweet a key takeaway from this week’s content using the hashtag 

#PunishmentProfit 

 

 

Week 12   TRANSPORTATION 

 

Assignment: 

• Read The Prison Industry: How it Started, How it Works, How it Harms – Chapter 

11: Transportation (pgs. 83 - 88) 

• Answer questions from Discussion Guide – Chapter 11: Transportation (pg. 11) 

• Watch the Punishment + Profit webinar on Transportation  

• Watch and share this week’s 5 Quick Facts video on social media  

• Listen to The Brian Lehrer Show segment for this week 

http://bit.ly/howitharms
http://bit.ly/howitharms
https://worthrises.org/s/The-Prison-Industry-Discussion-Guide.pdf
https://thegreenespace.org/watch/punishment-profit-financial-services/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WArbja07HPE
https://www.wnyc.org/story/when-prison-also-your-bank/
http://bit.ly/howitharms
http://bit.ly/howitharms
https://worthrises.org/s/The-Prison-Industry-Discussion-Guide.pdf
https://thegreenespace.org/watch/punishment-profit-food-commissary/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EqABRFB8buQ
https://www.wnyc.org/story/injustice-prison-food/
http://bit.ly/howitharms
http://bit.ly/howitharms
https://worthrises.org/s/The-Prison-Industry-Discussion-Guide.pdf
https://thegreenespace.org/watch/punishment-profit-healthcare/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rx2ABGA8k6Q
https://www.wnyc.org/story/prison-healthcare-was-always-bad-then-came-covid-19/
http://bit.ly/howitharms
http://bit.ly/howitharms
https://worthrises.org/s/The-Prison-Industry-Discussion-Guide.pdf
https://thegreenespace.org/watch/punishment-profit-transportation/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BMFNLARpcog
https://www.wnyc.org/story/deadly-business-private-prisoner-transportation/
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• Extra Credit: Tweet a key takeaway from this week’s content using the hashtag 

#PunishmentProfit 

 

 

Week 13   COMMUNITY CORRECTIONS 

 

Assignment: 

• Read The Prison Industry: How it Started, How it Works, How it Harms – Chapter 

12: Community Corrections (pgs. 89 - 99) 

• Answer questions from Discussion Guide – Chapter 12: Community Corrections 

(pg. 12) 

• Watch the Punishment + Profit webinar on Community Corrections  

• Watch and share this week’s 5 Quick Facts video on social media  

• Listen to The Brian Lehrer Show segment for this week 

• Extra Credit: Tweet a key takeaway from this week’s content using the hashtag 

#PunishmentProfit 

 

 

Week 14   INVESTORS 

  

Assignment: 

• Answer questions from Discussion Guide – Bonus Chapter: Investors (pg. 13) 

• Watch the Punishment + Profit webinar on Investors  

• Listen to The Brian Lehrer Show segment for this week 

• Extra Credit: Tweet a key takeaway from this week’s content using the hashtag 

#PunishmentProfit 

 

 

Week 15   CONCLUSION 

 

Assignment: 

• Read The Prison Industry: How it Started, How it Works, How it Harms – 

Conclusion (pg. 100) 

• Reflect on the Punishment + Profit webinars with our end-of-course Highlight 

Reel 

• Take the Final Exam to test your knowledge 

• Share your feedback with our Course Review 

• Claim your sticker and post on social media using the hashtag 

#PunishmentProfit! 

   

http://bit.ly/howitharms
http://bit.ly/howitharms
https://worthrises.org/s/The-Prison-Industry-Discussion-Guide.pdf
https://thegreenespace.org/watch/punishment-profit-community-corrections/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=11UIoiaBNDg
https://www.wnyc.org/story/mass-incarceration-becomes-less-popular-market-community-based-surveillance-booming/
https://worthrises.org/s/The-Prison-Industry-Discussion-Guide.pdf
https://thegreenespace.org/watch/punishment-profit-investors/
https://www.wnyc.org/story/who-invests-private-prisons-we-all-do/
http://bit.ly/howitharms
http://bit.ly/howitharms
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kGsPn9-Vtrg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kGsPn9-Vtrg
https://www.onlineexambuilder.com/the-curriculum-final-exam/exam-446321
https://worthrises.org/wk15-conclusion#block-297d40fa8debf0d74169
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?text=I%20survived%20The%20Curriculum%20%E2%80%94%20and%20it%20was%20worth%20it%21%20Find%20The%20Curriculum%20at%20%40WorthRises%20to%20take%20this%20free%20course%20about%20the%20prison%20industry%20and%20the%20fight%20to%20build%20a%20future%20without%20it%21%0A%0Apic.twitter.com%2FjqWeYSrj2Q&original_referer=https://clicktotweet.com&related=tweetdripapp
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?text=I%20completed%20The%20Curriculum%21%20I%27m%20now%20a%20certified%20prison%20industry%20abolitionist%2C%20and%20you%20can%20be%20too.%20I%20encourage%20you%20to%20follow%20%40WorthRises%20to%20take%20the%20course%21%0A%0Apic.twitter.com%2FGWqCZBPLnp&original_referer=https://clicktotweet.com&related=clicktotweet
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?text=Ask%20me%20about%20the%20prison%20industry%E2%80%A6%20I%20just%20finished%20The%20Curriculum%21%20You%20can%2C%20too%20%E2%80%94%20follow%20%40WorthRises%20and%20take%20the%20free%20course%20about%20the%20prison%20industry%20and%20the%20fight%20to%20build%20a%20future%20without%20it.%0A%0Apic.twitter.com%2FcsI5ycSv81&original_referer=https://clicktotweet.com&related=clicktotweet

